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Methods

Using the Canadian Survey on Disability (Statistics
Canada), we conducted bootstrapping analysis to
estimate the prevalence and demographic factors
associated with wheelchair use for community-
dwelling Canadians over the age of 15.
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Using the Disability Policy Lens (Canadian Disability

Policy Alliance), we conducted a national evaluation

of policies regulating funding for wheeled mobility

devices, verified by clinicians experienced in device
provision in each jurisdiction.
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THE DISABILITY POLICY LENS (2™ed.)

The Disability Policy Lens was developed to assist scholars, policy-makers & advocates to analyze policy
affecting people with disabilities in Canada. The 7 questions take readers through a process of
considering the implications for people with disabilities of specific policies. The Lens is unique in that it
is brief, and non-prescriptive. There are no correct or incorrect answers to these questions, but each
has important implications that should be carefully considered when creating or amending policy.

1. Does the policy specifically mention people with disabilities? Has explicit consideration been afforded
to the consequences for people with disabilities?

2. If so, how is disability defined? Who is considered “disabled” according to the policy? Does the policy
refer specifically to people with:
e physical, cognitive, sensory or mental iliness-related disabilities?
e permanent, long-standing, temporary or episodic disabilities?
e severe, moderate or mild disabilities?
Who is considered eligible for consideration under the policy? Who is included / excluded, and who
decides who qualifies as disabled?
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* Type of coverage: Special
access, cost-shared,
loan/ownership

* Legislated or not

* Coverage in Residential Care

* Coverage over Age 65



Key Issue
Coverage for Ageing Adults




Key Issue
Definition of Basic and
Essential Mobility




Key Issue
Definition of Disability




Conclusions

e Unequal access to funding across/within jurisdictions

e Range in eligibility and funding levels

e Variance in requirement of income test

* Varying definitions of disability and basic/essential need

* Lack of available funding for multiple needs/devices
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